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- By MIKE BROW\I
Staff Wnter

WASHINGTON — Kentucky attor-

' ney Ronald Ray was on Capitol Hill - §

yesterday to argue the case of the
American sold1er who refused to wear

:a United Nations cap and insignia on” }
a U.N. peacekeeping mission In Mac- |

edonia. .
The self-described “country law-

yer” from Crestwood argued before

Sen.  Mitch McConnell’s “subcommit-
‘tee that President Clinton had no au-
thority to order the Macedonia de-
ploym
shoulder badge are illegal.

It was the first congressmnal hear-
ing to address the controversy of Mi-

chael New, an enlisted Army medic -

court-martialed in January for failing
to obey an order to wear the pre-
scribed uniform. =~ -

New, a Texan from near Houston,
contended that the U.N. uniform addi-
tions were not authorized by Army
regulations and would signify a shift
of his allegiance from the United
States - to the United Nations. His

stand has made him a hero to many

ent and that the U.N. cap and -
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Attorney Ronald Ray, led, is
representing Spc. Michael New,
22, who was court-martialed for
'refusmg to wear U.M. insignia or
'subrmt to U.N. command.

on the nanon s political right.

- McConnell, as he has before indi-
cated agreement with Ray’s conten-
tion that Clinton lacked legal author-
ity to send troops to"Macedonia with-
out congressional approval.

However asked after the hearing

whether he planned to push for legls- v
:lation in the New case, the Kentucky

Republican said he did not know.
McConnell, who invited Ray, is
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ch&rmcrz of the appropriations sub-
committee responsible for foreign op-
erations, u"clumncr some U.S. fundm.a

| for G.N. peacekeapwc operations.

U.N.- Ambassador Madeleine A_
bright, the first and only other wit
ness yesterday, devoted her testimon:,
to defense of the Clinton admlmstr"
tion’s budget request for UNICEF an<
other UN. programs and touched or
the New case only briefly in respons-
to McConnell’s questions. =

In essence, she rc—peateﬂI the po=
tion of the State and Defense depar:
ments that the president did not nee.
congrassional approval to comumi
U.S. soldiers to the multinationz
force in Macedonia and that soldier:
can’t pick and choose which orders t.
obey.

Three Democrats showed up t:

voice support for Albright and tk
United Nations generally but left be
fore Ray took the witness chair.
* While the hearing broke no ne
ground in the New controversy,, Re
said -afterward that the session we
valuable because it allowed him to lz
out his legal case before Congress.
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